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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


We have just received from London, our 
publications for the month of May. Great 
preparations were making for the public meet- 
ings. The Missionary zeal of Christians, ap- 
pears to inerease, in proportion to the increas- 
ing demand for their charities. If Christians 
were generally animated with the spirit that 
‘uns through the following, which we copy 
trom the Missionary Chronicle, their cause 
would prevail. 


INVITATION. 


The arrangements of another Annu- 
al Meeting of the Missionary Sécintry 
invite the attention of British Christians. 
What cause on earth is comparable 
with the cause of Missions, in point of 
moral interest and spirtual grandeur ! 
Admitting the beneficial and necessary 
agency of other societies for the instruc- 
tion of the ignorant—the diffusion of 
knowledge—and the circulation of ‘the 
Scriptures: Christian Missions * render 
all these subservient to the object which 
they are immediately designed to effect. 
There is in point of fact no rivalry or 
competition in the operations of Chris- 
tian benevolence. ‘To a superficial ob- 
server the action and counteraction 
may seem like the working of opposite 
forces; but all this moral machinery is 
under one controlling Power, by which 
that great result js gained, compared 
with which all other objects shrink into 
insignificance and nothingness. ‘ Has 
this object been gained? Have minds 
been rescued from the dominion of ig- 
norance and vice; and brought under 
the purifying influence of Christian 
principles; and are they presenting, 
some on earth, and others before the 
throne of glory, their thanksgivings to 
God for the instrumentality of Missions? 
Then let every objection and prejudice 
vanish with the selfishness and igno- 
rance and indifference and avarice in 
which they originated, Missions are 
God’s direct instrument of working ; he 
has commanded them in his word, sup- 
ported them by his providence, and 
blessed them by his grace, 





‘Suppose all the Missionaries em- 
ployed under the direction of our own 
and other Societies were to be present 
at the approaching Anniversary, and 
to relate the particular instances of suc- 
cess with which their labours have been 
rewarded, should we not feel the sacred 
glow of gratitude, and blush at our su- 
pinenes, and enter on a new career of 
exertion, in this work of heavenly phi- 
lanthropy? Well! they wiil/ be present 
—‘ present in spirit, joying and behold- 
ing our order, and the steadfastness of 
our faith in Christ.” From the vartous 
stations of suécessful labour, they will 
present to their ardent imaginations the 
solemnities of the approaching meet- 
ing. Their countenances shine with @ 
brighter illimination, as they thank 
God and take courage; and while they 
loak towards the temples of our Zion, 
they exclaim, 

“There our best friends—our kindred dwell ; 
There God our Saviour rziexs! 

“ Followed by your prayers, supportr 
ed by your benevolence, and conduct- 
ed by the God you serve, we left the 
land of our fathers, that we might plant 
on Heathen shores the tree of life, and 
unfurl, where the God of this world has 
entrenched his dominion for ages, the 
standard of the Cross. We know what 
it is to be ‘in perils on the sea—in per- 
ils in the wilderness—in perils among 
the heathen:’ but though faint we have 
kept on pursuing,and pe Gospel is still 
the power of God unto salvatior. It 
has produced the same glorious effects 
on the lofty Brahmin—the inflexible 
Chinese -the wandering Cafire—the 
degraded Hottentot—and the sensual 
Otabeitean, which have been displayed 
in all the varieties of European charac- 
ter. And now, next to the approbation 
and influence of our divine Lord we rely 
on your efforts and on your prayers,” 

‘And youshallhavethem. Yes, fel- 
low-labourers! go on in your sublime 
and holy enterprise. Pursue, with un- 
wearied ardor, the objects of your high 
vocation: and while you are exposed 
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to conflict and toil—to labour and self- 
denial, we will be ashamed of our indif- 
ference and the cause which excites all 
your energies shall be dearer than ever 
to our hearts. Yes, we will remember 
you—and never, by the grace of God, 
will we desert the cause on which you 
eave entered ; but in our humble spheres 
of labours, we will endure all things 
for the elect’s sake, that they may obtain 
the salvation which is in Christ Jesus, 
with eternal glory.’ 





MISSIONARY UNION, 


At the fifth Anniversary of the Shef- 
field and Atterclifie Missionary Union, 
held March 23, 1818, Mr. George Ben- 
net in the chair, 

Resolved, ‘That Missions to the, Hea- 
thens are in such a state of progress and 
victory, on the Continent and Islands 
of India, and even on the borders of 
China, notwithstanding the opposition 
made there by the ruling powers, as to 
demand our grateful acknowledgments 
to Him who gives success to his own 
word, which is the sword of the Spirit for 
subduing the nations to the obedience 
of faith. 

That we trace with delight and grat- 
itude the footsteps of mercy to a fallen 
world, in the recently authenticated ac- 
counts fromthe South Sea Islands, ofa 
nation having renounced Idolatry, and 
given up to destruction the objects of 
its superstition; the King Pomare, hav- 
ing sent the household ods of his own 
family, for British Christians to see, 
despise and dispose. of, at their pleas- 
ure, while he himself 7 is engaged per- 
sonally in spreading the glorious Gos- 
pel of the blessed God among his peo- 
ple. 

That we hail as a most auspicious 
sign ofthe times, the fact of the friends 
of Missions in America having deter- 
mined to forward to, and settle in Afri- 
Ca, as Many pious ¢ and intelligent Afri- 
cans as they shall be able to redeem 

from slavery, and who wish to return 
to that Land of their Fathers from 
which they were so cruelly torn; trust- 
ing that this plan, judic iously pursued, 


will powerfully, co-operate w ith the ef- 
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forts which the different Missionary So- 
cieties are successfully making in vari- 
ous parts of that much injured Conti- 
nent, 





OTAHEITE. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Bicknell, 
Eimeo, dated 12th Aug. 1816, to the 
Rev. Mr. Weston, Sherbourne. 


Dear Sir, 

Bless God with us, because he hath 
done great things for the people among 

whom we labour. At length supersti- 
tion and idolatry are done away, and 
the Areoi society is also at an end. 

‘heir gods are burnt in the fire, and 
their children are saved from: death. 
You know that where the Gospel comes 
with power, it always works-a change 
for the better in man, 

‘« Blossings abeund w here’er he reigns, 
And all the sons-of want are blest.” 

I have lately been twice round this. 
island, preaching the Gospel, and have 
just returned from a. preaching tour 
round Taheite. There are about 700 
people on this island who have embra- 
ced the Gospel, beside about 500 who 
are with us. In every district they have, 
built a place of worship, in which they 
have prayer thrice every Sabbath day,. 
and once every Weduesday. Almost 
every house has family worship daily, 
and mast ofthe people retire for private 
worship {in the bushes) twice, and some 
three times a-day. 

At Taheite there are about 3000 who 
are turned from idols, and who now call 
Jehovah their Ged. They have built 
about 50 places of worship, in which 
they pray, as they do here. ‘They teach. 
each other to read and write, and they 
learn very quickly. -Many teach others 
the catechism. ‘The king writes better 
than any of us. 

At Huaheine, Raiatea, and Borabo- 
ra, we believe there are nearly 4000 
people who embrace the Christian reli- 
gion although they have no instruction 
at present, except by the books which 
we send them. They are frequently 
sending messages to us, requesting us 
to come and teach them. 
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INDIA. 


Extract from the Journal of Mr. Kniil, 
adras, dugust 21, 1817. 


This day a learned and interesting 
Brahmin called upon me. He conver- 
ses fluently in four languages. Our 
conversation was on religion. I fol- 
lowed him, but he took shelter in all 
the old subterfuges of his forefathers. I 
found [ could not do any thing with 
him. I felt very much for him. We 
drew closer together, our discourse was 
applicatory—we approached the dying 
bed, and stood on the threshold of eter- 
nity. I told him my views of myself 
as a sinner, and on which my hopes 
were built for eternity—the tear started 
in my eye—he perceived it, his eye ro!- 
led, his lip quivered. I kept up the ap- 
plication. He shook: I said, What 
will become of your precious soul! O 
Sir, your soul, your precious soul! You 
have no atonement, you know nothing 
of a satisfaction suited to the character 
of Him whom we have offended, Je- 
sus Christ alone can make atonement. 
He has made it, and obtained eternal 
redemption for all that believe. O 
friend! think of this, 1 beseech you. 
His countenance was altered. I was 
astonished and delighted, yet knew no 
further. A gentleman entered, and 
eur conversation ceased. I left him, 
but pray that God may never leave 
him. He isa most interesting man. 
My heart glowed even to rapture while 
I told him of Jesus Christ my Lord, 
and I should not regret coming to In- 
dia, if it had been only to tell this man 
of Him whose blood cleanseth from all 

Mr. Knill is very desirous of procur- 
ing from the friends of the cause in En- 
gland presents of Baxter’s Call, Dod- 
dridge’s Rise and other small books and 
tracts, for dispersion, as multitudes of 
persons are ready toreceive them. A- 
ny such books sent to the Missionary 
Rooms for him, will be carefully for- 
warded, 





SURAT, 
Mr. Donaldson, a Missionary intend- 
ed for Surat, informs us, in a letter da-. 


ted 19th Sept. 1817, that he has asriv- 
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ed safely at Bombay (with Mrs. D.) af- 
tera passage of 18 weeks. He was 
kindly received by the American mis- 
sionaries of whom he speaks highly. 
With the assistance ofa learned Bral- 
min, they have translated, and are now 
printing, the Gospel of Matthew in the 
Mahratta language. 

Mr. D. had received letters from the 
missionaries at Surat, who are well, and 
diligently engaged in translating into 
the Guzeratte language. Mr. D. ex- 
pected to proceed soon to the place of 
his destination. 





CONVERSION OF TWO YOUNG MONGOLIAN 
NOBLES. 

The following interesting aceount of the 
conversion of two Saisangs or Nobles, from 
the South of Russia, affords another proof that 
the Gospel of Christ is the power of God unto 
salvation, to every one that believeth; and 
that some do believe it, even without note or 
comment. 


The Rev. Isaac Jacob Schmidt, of 
the Church of the United Brethren, 
and Treasurer of the Bible Society at 
Petersburg, has transmitted to» the 
Elders’ Conference of the Unity, a 
very remarkable accouut of the man- 
ner in which the study of tbe Gospel 
of St. Matthew was, under the Divine 
blessing, made the means of conver- 
sion to two Saisangs, nobles or prin- 
ces, of the Mongolians. 

‘his account is dated March 7, 1818. 

“ Having finished printing the first 
edition of the Gospel according to St. 
Matthew in the Calmuc language, 
copies of it were sent to Siberia, to the 
civil governor of Irkutsk, Nicolai I. 
Treskin, a counsellor of state to his 
Imperial Majesty; which he most 
judiciously directed to be distributed 
among the Selenginskish Mongols and 
the Chorinian Burats. 

As the above meutioned governor, 
on distributing the translated Gospel, 
had required an opinion of the Prin- 
ces of these people respecting it, they 
took all possible pains to understand 
its contents; which proved a very 
difficult task, as the Calmucs have a 
new, improved, aud much more dis- 
tinct manner of writing, invented by 
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Arran Dschimba Chutuktu, but form- 
ed after the pattern of the Mongol 
letters; whereas the other Mongol 
tribes have retained’ the ancient cha- 
racters, which have also been the ori- 
ginal of the Mandshurish letters. 

It happened Providentially, that a 
well known book on Religion, in the 
Calmuc language, was found in:the 
Mongol Horde, which had belonged to 
a Saisang (nobleman,) who had ac- 
companied: the Torgot Horde, and 
died on the road, when they emigra- 
ted from the river Wolga to China. 

The commission to decypher the 
Gospel was now given to two Sai- 
sangs of the Chorinian Burats; who 
so diligently applied themselves to the 
work, that they were soon enabled 
generally to explatn iis contents to 
their superiors.. This excited so much 
curiosity, that the Head Lama of the 
mongols, Bandida Chambo Dansang 
Gowang Tuki Dschamzu, and the 
Prince of the Chorinian Burats, Gal- 
sang Marday, each among his own 
people, of their own accord, made a 
collection amounting to upwards of 
11,000 rubles, (£550,) which they pla- 
ced at the disposal of our Bible Socie- 
ty, on condition that the Gospel of St. 
Matthew, and if possible, other books, 
of the New Testament, might be 
translated into their language, and 
printed in their characters. 

This gave occasion to several con- 
ferences, to censider how their wish 
might be complied with; and, at 
length, the matter being referred to a 
sub-committee, of which I was ap- 
pointed a member, I proposed to send 
for one or two learned Mongols or 
Burats, to undertake the work ; which 
being unanimously approved, Prince 
Galitzin sent a requisition to this ef- 
fect to the civil governor at Irkutsk. 

The choice of the Chiefs of the 
Horde fell upon the two Saisangs 
who had been already employed. The 
elder is called Saisang Nomtu, chief 
of the tribe of Chuwahsay, of about 
3000 males; and the younger, Sai- 
sang Badma, chief of the Charnagay 
tribe, having above 3000 males. 

The two Saisangs soon set out from 
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the Chinese frontier for St. Peters- 
burg; and arrived here in the begin- 
ning of December, 1817. Passing 
through Moscow, they had the honour 
to be presented to the Emperor,-who 
encouraged them, in the most conde- 
scending terms, to proceed in the 
work. Here the Bible Society: fur- 
nished'them with a: suitable lodging ; 
and the care of them was committed 
tome. They likewise brought recom- 
mendatory letters from the upper 
chiefs to me; expressing the great and 
anxious concern which they felt for 
the welfare of the two Saisangs 3 and 
declaring that they were the best and 
most sensible men among their peo- 
le. 

, Having regulated their affairs in 
their new: situation, they commenced 
their labours with unbounded zeal. 
Before they began their translation, 
they formed extracts of parts of dif- 
ferent chapters, the meaning and spi- 
ritof which they could not understand, 
These they brought tome, and begged 
for an interpretation, which I gave 
them in the best possible manner I 
was able to do.- 

Here appeared the work of the Spi- 
rit of Ged, by the power of the Gospel. 
They listened with silent attention: 
their countenances became serious: 
they gave’no particular signs of ap- 
probation ; bit said, in a solemn tone, 
full of gentle emotion, that they now 
understood it: They visited me twice 
or thrice a week, always bringing their 
work with them ; and,-at each visit, I 
perceived their progress, not only in 
the knowledge, but also in the personal 
application of the Gospel. The work. 
of the Spirit of God’ in the hearts of 
these men having originated altogether 
with Himself, l left the whole entirely 
to Him, without imtermeddling in the 
least. 

I noticed, with delight, their growth 
in the grace and knowledge ef Jesus 
Christ; contenting myself with ex- 
plaining such passages of Scripture as 
they could not understand, and giving 
my advice only when it was asked for. 
They were more especially pleased 
with those passages in which our Sav- 
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jour declares his readiness to receive 
‘sinners, iaviting the weary and heavy 
iaden to come unto Him, and promis- 
ing to give them rest. They were al- 
so forcibly struck by His parables ; a- 
mong others, by that of the household- 
er, who hired labourers into his vine- 
yard, giving to those who,came in the 
evening, the same wages as those-re- 
ceived whom be had hired inthe morn- 
ing; which they regarded.as having a 
special reference to themselves and 
their nation.. The promise of Jesus, 
that before the-end of the world, the 
Gospel shall be preached, for a testi- 
mony unto all nations, made a deep 
impression upon them. Some tyne a- 
go, they related, without any sugges- 
tion on my part, that whenever they 
prayed to their gods, as they have 
been accustamed to do, they felt ve- 
Ty great uneasiness, as if they were 
commiiting sin. Another time, they 
spoke as fullows: “ We have been zeal- 
ous followers of the doctrines of Shakd- 
shamuni, and have stadied the books 
containing them atteatively ; but the 
more we studied, the more obscure 
they appeared .to us, and our hearts 
remained empty. But, in perusing 
the doctrines of Jesus, we observed the 
reverse: for the more we meditate on 
His werds, the more intelligible they 
become: and, at length, it appears as 
if Jesus Himself were talking with us.” 
Many speeches of this kind, all bear- 
ing testimony to that life among the 
dead, of which our Saviour speaks, 
John v. 25. occurred during my con- 
versation with these men. It would 
be taking up too much time to ennu- 
amerate them all. 

I had frequently remarked, .that 
there seemed fo be.something upon 
their minds, which they were on the 
point of disclosing ; but that they al- 
ways suddenly checked themselves, 
and entered upon other subjects. A 
short time ago, they brought me their 
tvansiation of the 2st, 22d, and 23d 
chapters of St. Matthew. After we 
had completed the revision and cor- 
rection of these chapters, they were, 
contrary to custom, quite silent; for, 
in general, they had various questions 


























































Conversion of two Mongolian Chiefs. 5S 


to propose, and required many expla- 
vations. At length I broke silence, 
by saying: ‘ Well, my friends, what 
have you to say tome to day?’ Upoa 
this, the elder of the two, after an ev- 
ident conflict with himself expressed 
himself thus: “ We have lived in ig. 


‘norance, and have been led -by blind 


guides. We have followed the pre- 
cepts of Shakdshamuni” (the Fo. of 
the Chinese) “ without finding rest. 
By God’s mercy we have beenycho- 
sen to translate the Gospel of His 
Son into eur language; and, for this 
end, have been brought into connex- 
ion with you. You have illustrated 


‘the things unintelligible to our darken- 


ed minds, in a direct and satisfactory 
manner. We acknowledge Christ Je- 
sus to be our God and Saviour, and 


are determined to know none other: 


we have, therefore, made a resolution 
to leave our former superstitions, and 
to adopt the Christian Faith. What 
advice would you give us?” The 
young Satsang confirmed all the elder 
had said,as expressing his. own senti- 
ments. 

This address was quite unexpécted 
tome. I answered, that I certainly 
approved their determination, consid- 
eving it as wrought in them by the 
toly Spirit through the Gospel, and 
as demonstrating the power of that 
Gospel: butI asked them, if they had 
duly reflected what was required of a 
disciple of Jesus; that Christ does 
not promise his followers earthly hap- 
piness aud honours, but rather re- 
proach among men; and that he calls 
those blessed, who, for bis sake, wil. 
lingly and gladly submit to unmerit- 
ed reproach. I reminded them, fur- 
ther, that this step would cause great 
sensation among their friends, and 
perhaps give much offence : I begged 
them, therefore, to examine them- 
selves, as in the presence of Jesus, 
whether they were free frum every 
thing that might prevent their becom- 
ing His entire property; for that He, 
who, in order.to redeem fallen man, 
in mercy, offered himself as a sacri- 
fice once for eyet, and who thereby 
purchased us ultoHimselfby His bitter 
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sufierings, biood-shedding, and death, 
could not accept a heart devoted half 
to Him, and half to sin and the world. 
The worst of all would be, if, afier hav- 
ing become members of Christ’s family 
by baptism, they should again choose 
to retin to the old way; either on 
account of persecution and affliction 
or out of levity and indifference. 
They replied, that they had well 
considered these things; and that the 
words of Jesus himself, on this sub- 
ject, had caused them no small anxi- 
ety and struggle. They mentioned, 
particularly, the parable of the sower, 
and the different kinds of ground up- 
on which the seed fell ; aiso the words 
of Jesus, Matth. x. 37, 38; likewise 
our Saviour’s address to the youth, 
who would first go and bury his father 
—Let the dead bury their dead: fur- 
ther, what He says of Himself—The 
foxes have holes, the birds of the air 
have nesis, ¥c. But they deciared, 
that it was their firm determination to 
be followers of Jesus, and to share in 
His reproach, if that were their lot; 
though they, at the same time, did not 
deny their wish, that such triais might 
not befall them too soon, on account 
of their weakness in the faith. They 
said, the esteem in which they were 
held by their fiiends, and their infiu- 
enee, were considerable ; and that it 


was their sincere desire, that many of 


their nation, being convinced, like 
themselves, of the truth of the Gospel, 
might turn to Jesus; that they did not 
intend, as yet, to inform their friends 
of the change that had taken place 
with them ; im order, to prevent, as 
much as possible, all mistakes and 
prejudices during their absence: for 
that their nation im»gined, thet, as 
soon as they became Christians, they 
must become Russians (of which both 
they and the Calmucs have great hor- 
ror:) that this idea was dreadful even 
to THEM, personally ; for they did not 
wish to forieit their nationality. They 
therefore hoped, that the emperor 
would grant to them, and to all who 
might be converted, liberty as to their 
manner of life, so far as is consistent 


with the precepts o the Gospel; and, 
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more especially, that faithful teachers 
might be sent to their nation, to point 
oul to them the truth, and to guide 
them in the way of Salvatién,. 

I approved their plan; but begged 
them to be quite passive, and take no 
steps on their part, but merely to state 
their ideas candidly to me, knowing 
that Loved them, and would therefore 
willingly do all in my power to serve 
them. As to the teachers whom they 
wished to have employed among their 
nation, measures would be taken to 
procure them: but that they should 
not forget to apply, in all their con- 
cerns, to Him, who loved them far 
more than men could love them; who 
had begun the good work in them, and 
would complete it, if they only obey- 
ed His voice in all things; and who 
would find means to remove all exter- 
ual difficulties, if it were His will. 

After this, | had two or three con- 
versations with them, in which we 
spoke on several of the principal points 
of the Christian Faith. These con- 
versations gave them great pleasure: 
but they inquired, why I had not told 
them all this sooner. I answered: 
“ You are, as yet, but babes in Christ ; 
and, with such, the pure milk of the 
Gospel agrees best: as you grow 
in grace, you will be able to bear 
strong meat, and will also receive it, 
But always reeollect our Saviour’s 
significant words—Except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter the kingdom of hea- 
ven. All of us, without exception, 
have frequent occasion to become as 
little children again: if we neglect do- 
ing this, we may indeed become learn- 
ed divines; but we loose the Spirit of 
the Bible, which reveals unto us our 
insufficiency and defects, and directs 
us to Jesus. You would thus be in 
danger of becoming such men as you 
have found the Pharisees and Scribes 
of old to have been, and now know a 
great number of your own Lamas to 
be, in your own country. 

Before I conclude, I will add a few 
words concerning theds translation of 
the Gospel according to St. Matthew, 
in the Mongol language. 
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According to. my insight and know- 
ledge of the language, their transla- 
tion is the best that can be procured. 
No European could have executed. it 
so well; nor will any one be abie to 
do it, for along time to come. ‘These 
persons are not only most profound 
scholars in their vernacular and learn- 
ed dialecis, insomuch that they could 
explain the meaning of many words 
aud phrases tome mi a way in which 
I have sought for in vain, among the 
Calmucs; but they are well versed in 
the language of I bibet, and can read 
the Thibetan characters with as much 
ease as the Mongolian. ‘They imme- 
diately understood.ane, when I spake 
Caimuc with them ; but, in the begin- 
ning, | found a difficulty in compre- 
hending their meaning, partly on ac- 
count. of the great diliereuce of dia- 
ject, and partly because they intro- 
duce so many guttural sounds in ac- 
cented syltiables. 

I conclude my Report vith a fer- 
vent wish, that this nation, and espe- 
cially these two awakened Saisangs, 
may be an, object of the serious de- 
liberations of the kider’s Conference 
of the Unity, as well as of the prayers 
of all my brethren and _ sisters, to 
whom the extension of the Redeem- 
er’s Kingdoin as precious. The har- 
vest in the immense regions of the 
Russian Empire is truly great, but 
few, very few are the labourers. Sure- 
ly the fervour, which fills my soul, 
while lam writing this, will hkewise 
inspire those who read the Report. 

I. J. Scumipr. 
"eb. 23, ¢ 

St. Petersburg, ; iat 7, ‘ Isis. 

AMERICAN MISSION LN CEYEON. 
From the Panoplist. 

Extract from the Journal of the Amer- 
ican Missionaries ag Tillipally, in 
Ceylon. 

Jan. 24, 1817. Two Brahmins from 
a neighbouring parish called on us, to 
conyerse on the subject of religion,— 
Spent two or three hours in conversa- 
tion with them: read to them the for- 


tieth chapter ef Isaiah, and the first of 


Genesis. One of them was the most 


intelligent Brahmin we have seen. He 
did not attempt to defend the practice 
of idolatry; said he worshipped the 
true God ; admitted that the people, in 
consequence of their ignorance and in 
compliance with the custom of their 
forefathers, worshipped idols, and that 
the Brahmins joined with the people 
that they might obtain from them a 
support. He said their book of wisdom 
taught them .to wership one God, and 
contained many things similar to those 
we read and related to them from the 


Bible, that he thought it desirable that 


the book of wisdum should be known 
and regarded by the people. We lent 


him.a part of 2 Tamul Bible, which we 


could not spare without inconvenience 
to ourselves, which he said his son 


would attentively read. 


What the real sentiments of these 
Brahmins are, or what their object was 
in coming to us,.we know not. Many 
of them will occasionally, in private. 
make such .concessions as these Brah- 


mins made. ‘Reference is often made 


to their book of avisdum, which they 
say contains very sublime sentiments, 
and very different maxims from these 
observed by the people. This book is 
known only .by name to the most 
of the Brahmins. We have endeay- 
oured in-:vain to obtain a copy for our 
perusal. 

Monday, 27.—On Saturday our breth- 
ren and sisters Richards and Meigs vis- 
ited us. Yesterday our little church, 
consisting of seven persons, united for 
the first time on missionary ground in 
celebrating the ordinance of the Lord’s 
Supper. Brethren and sisters Meigs 
and Poor dedicated their two infant 
daughters to Ged, in the ordinance of 
baptism. All the services of the day 
were interpreted into Tamul. The cu- 
riosity and attention of the-audience, 
consisting of about seventy persons, ap- 
peared to be considerably excited. Ma- 
ny circumstances affecting ourselves as 
individuals, and our missionary work, 
conspired to make this a joyiul occa- 
sion. 

Saturday, 15,—This is a celebrated 
day among the heathen. It is the sea- 
son of their annual hathing in the sca, 
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at a place about two miles from Tilli- 
pally. ‘This practice appears to have 
originated from some fable contained in 
their system of mythology. The peo- 
ple however, tell us very different sto- 
ries on the subject. By attending to 
this ceremomy they hope to wash away 
their sins, and obtain some favor.— 
Early this morning we went to the 
place of bathing. ‘Thousands of peo- 
ple were assembled from different parts 
of the district of Jatina. Before they 
bathed, they received a string from the 
Brahmins. After bathing they made 
some small offering, either of money 
or fruits, before the idols, and received 
a portion of ashes from the excrement 
of the cow, considered by them as sa- 
cred, which they rubbed upon different 
parts of their bodies. In every direc- 
tion we saw many idols of different 
sizes, to which the people were mak- 
ing offerings. In the most conspicu- 
ous place upon the beach, which ap- 
yeared to be the central point for the 
whole multitude But it is a shame 
to speak of the disgusting evidence that 
impurity and blood are the natural at- 
tendants on idolatry, 

As many persons as could hear at 
once gathered around us, to hear our 
conversation. We endeavoured to make 
them acquainted with that fountain 
which the Lord has opened for sin and 
for uncleanness. Some endeavoured to 
defend the practice of idolatry, and dis- 
puted much among themselves how 
they ought to answer us. Some asked 
many questions concerning our religion. 
Others, who appeared to have sufficient 
knowledge to discover the futility of 
their own superstition, observed, that 
neither we nor they know what will be 
hereafter ; therefore, we have nothing 
to do, but to take care of ourselves in 
this world. Many were displeased at 
our presence, and would have insulted 
us, had they not been restrained by 
fear. When we go among the people 
on such occasions, and many come 
around us, generally one or two come 
forward as speakers. If they do not 
defend their cause well, or are brought 
into difficulty, others come to their as- 
sistance. But most frequently they be- 
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gin to dispute among themselves. We 
can but very seldom converse with the, 
Brahmins in the presence of the peo- 
ple, as studiously avoid public 
conversation, These remarks. may 
serve as a general description of the 
manner in whigh we are received, when 
we go where multitudes are assembled. 

Sabbath, 23.—As we were closing 
public worship at our house, a man in 
the neighbourhood fell from a well- 
sweep and broke his leg. Being noti- 
fied of the event by his distressed rela- 
tions, we went immediately to his re- 
lief, and brought him to our hospital 
for surgical assistance. The native 
physicians have but little knowledge of 
medicine, and less of surgery. Some 
of our school-boys ascribed his fall to 
his breaking the Sabbath. One of 
thei in particular, exhorted the people 
in view of this man’s. sad condition, to 
attend our meeting. 

25.—A man in our neighbourhood 
fell from a tree by which his collar 
bone and some of his ribs were broken, 
and his head badly bruised. As a per- 
son came for our assistance, we went, 
and found the patient in a very suffer- 
ing condition. Many persons of a high- 
er cast were present, in whose conduct 
we saw a fair specimen of the boasted 
morality of paganism. They refused 
to render any assistance to the suffer- 
er, because he was of a lower cast than 
they were. In vain we entreated them 
to bring us a bed, or a basket, in which 
the man might be carried to the hos- 
pital. We embraced the opportunity 
for congrasting the nature and tendency 
of their religion with Christianity. | At 
length, some of them appeared to be 
ashamed of this conduct, and assisted 
in putting the man into our carriage, 
and in bringing him home. 

26.—This afternoon another man 
was brought in, with a broken thigh, 
and a bruised head, eccasioned by a 
fall from a high tree. His wounds are 
bad, and we fear he has received some 
internal injury. We know not what 
the Lord intends, by casting so many 
of these distressed objectsuponus. We 
hope it is that we may effectually point 
them to the great Physician of souls, 
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March, 18.—A promising young man 

yom a Dutch family at Jafinapatam, 

who speaks the 'T amul fluently, came 
ty reside with us on trial, to assist bro- 
ther Warren in attending on the sick. 
The assistance of some one is necessa- 
vy, that brother Warren may devote 
:uore time to the more important du- 
ties of the mission. 

Friday, 21.—1n visiting the people 
this day, happened that we came into 
the ne ighbourhood of the Roman Cath- 
olics. We find that the influence of 
the Catisolie priest, who visits the par- 
ish occasionally is very great. Some 
listened attentively to our conversation 5 
hut said they were afraid to come and 
hear our preaching, lest they should 
offend the priest. 

The case of Supayen, a young Mal- 
abar, from Jatinapatam, of about nine- 
teen years of age, has become interest- 
ing tous. He is the eldest son, the fa- 
vorite of his parents, who have high 
expectations respecting him. His fa- 
ther, who is a man of considerable 
property, placed Supayen under our 
care about three months ago, to be in- 
structed in the Enelish language. He 
committed him to us in a very formal 
manner, and said that Supayen was no 
ionger his son, but ours. A few days 
before Supayen had visited us. He told 
us that in consequence of reading a 
few chapters in a Bible, which he re- 
ceived from a native Christian, he 
thought that the heathen religion was 
wrong, and he earnestly desired to 
become acquainted with Christianity. 
We had much interesting conversation 
with him, as his mind was awakened to 
very serious inquiry. [He said he would 
request his father to permit him to 
come to school to us to learn English, 
though his principal object would be to 
learn the Christian religion. His con- 
duct, since he has been with us, has 
been uniformly good. His modest de- 
portment, and earnest desire to receive 
struction, have induced us to encour- 
age him to be much with us. We re- 
joice in the belief that he has felt, in 
some degree, the power of divine truth 
on his heart. A few weeks ago, when 
P, Dast, Esq. was with us on a visit, 


Supayen took us aside, and told him in 
‘Tamul, as he (Supayen) understands 
but little English, that he had some- 
thing to communicate to us. He was 
considerably agitated, and manifested 
a deep interest in what he was about to 
say. He said he had been examining 
the Christian religion, and being: con- 
vinced that it was true, he wished to 
receive it. He learned from the New 
Testament, that no one could become 
a true disciple of Christ, unless he for- 
sook father and mother, &c. he wished 
us to know that he was willing to leave 
all for Christ. When we explained to 
him the meaning of those passages, and 
told him that it was even his duty to 
continue with his parents, unles they 
endeavoured to prevent his serving 
Christ, his mind was somewhat reliev 
ed. As his parents were heathens, he 
appeared to think that he must leave 
them, without reference to the treat- 
ment he might receive from them.-— 
Perhaps, however, he foresaw the storm 
which has since. arisen. He has ex- 
pressed a wish to bé baptized. But for 
several reasons we think it best that he 
should not receive baptisin at presenf. 
25.—At 7 o’clock, P. M. we heard 
in our neighbourhood a loud noise of 
bells, horns, drums, &c. On inquiry, 
we found that it was ata temple ded- 
icated to a devil, whose name is Vay- 
roven, and that this was the season for 
the annual festival. Immediately, ac- 
companied by our interpreter, we went 
to the temple. As we approaehed it 
unobserved, we saw the officiating Brah- 
mitt, aman with whom we once had 
some acquaintance in public, flee into 
an inner apartment of the building.— 
We made many inquiries respecting 
their proceedings. Some of them con- 
versed indeed like the votaries of the 
devil, and said that the same God 
who made heaven made hell also; and 
that hell would cry if some did not go 
to it, therefore they wished to go 


to hell! Others, after attempting to 


defend their practices, acknowledged 
that they ha’ no good reasuns to give, 
but the customs of their forefathers.— 
The offering of the people consisted 
chiefly of fruits of different kinds. One 
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man in the neighbourhood, who pray- 
ed at this temple, successfully, as he 
supposes, for the recovery of a sick 
child, made a large offering. Having 
stated to them the Scriptural aécount 
of the devil, and some other truths, we 
returned home. ‘The people recom- 
menced their ceremonies, which were 
continued till nearly morning. We 
learn, that in almost every village a 
temple may be found dedicated to this 
imaginary devil. 

27.—Yesterday Mr. Poor went to 
Jaffna. While there, Supayen, who 
went to visit his .parents two days ago, 
came to him in greataffliction. A dis- 
affected boy whom we dismissed from 
our school, told Supayen’s father that 
Supayen had renounced the heathen 
religion, and had become a Clyistian. 
On this account his father was much 
enraged at him. He charged him not 
to go again to Tillipally, refused to 
give him any victuals, insisted on his 
attending the heathen ceremonies, and 
threatened to disinherit him if he did 
not obey. Supayen resolutely refused 
10 worship at the temples, and told his 
father that he greatly desired to con- 
tinue his studies at Tillipally. His fa- 
ther then confimed him in a dark room. 
His mother, though much displeased 
with him, gave him a little rice, with- 
out the knowledge of her husband.— 
Supayen made his escape, and related 
to Mr. Poor the circumstances of his 
case, and expressed an earnest desire 
to return to Tillipally. It was easy to 
state general principles of action from 
the New-Testament, but diificult to 
give advice in this case. Mr. Poor did 
not attempt to dissuade him from re- 
turning to Tillipally; for as he had in 
a very formal manner been committed 
to our care, it appeared proper that we 
should have an interview with his fa- 
ther, before his son is taken from us. 
Supayen returned to Tillipally this eve- 
ning. 

Sabbath, 30.—At our afternoon ser- 
vice, which was held among the peo- 
ple, there appeared to be more than 
usual attention to the word. Several 
persons told us that they were ignorant, 
being deceived by their Brahmins, ard 


wished for instruction. In the evening 
we had conversation with several per- 
sons, who manifested a degree of intet- 
est in the discourse. They, like many 
others with whom we have privately 
conversed, confessed the folly of idola- 
try; that they continued in the heathen 
religion merely in compliance with 
custom, and said that they and many 
other people would soon become Chris- 
tians. But we -believe that Satan will 
not give up a subject without a struggle. 

8l.—Supayen’s father sent for him 
to return home, saying that if he did 
not come immediately, he would come 
to Tillipally and take-him. Supayen, 
without our knowledge, seat word that 
he could not go home at present. When 
he received the message froin his fa- 
ther he came to us in tears, and point- 
ed us to the latter part of the tenth 
chapter of Matthew as being applica- 
ble to his case. He pointed to the 
34th to 39th verses inclusively, and said 
with much expression of feeling, “ that 
very good.” 

Apri 1.—Met our Brethren Rich- 
ards and Meigs at Jafinapatam to set- 
tle our annual aecounts, and to attend 
to some other concerns relative to the 
mission. Were wnanimous ia our pro- 
ceedings, and had a pleasant interview. 

This morning a man was brought to 
our hospital, who had fallen from a 
tree, and was much injured. He as- 
cribed his fall to the influence of the 
devil, to whom he has made no ofier- 
ings of late. 





DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


ADDRESS 
To the Churches on the sulject of Slavery. 


The general Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, having taken into consideration the 
subject of stavery, think proper to make 
known their sentiments upon it to the churh- 
es and people under their care. 

We consider the voluntary enslaving of one 
part of the human race by another, as a gross 
violation of the most precious and sacred 
rights of human natare; as utterly incon- 
sistent with the law of God, which requires us 
to love our neighbour as ourselves; and as (o- 
tally irreconcilable with the pies and princi- 
ples of the Gospel of Christ, which enjoin that, 
‘all things whatsoever ye would that~men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them.”— 
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very creates a paradox in the moral system 
t exhibits rational, accountable, and immor- 
beings, in such circumstances as scarcely 
leave them the power of moral action. It 
bits them as dependent on the will of oth- 
_whether they shall receive religious In- 
etion; whether they shall know and wor- 
» the true God ; whether they shail enjoy 
» ordinances of the Gospel ; whether they 
J] perform the duties and cherish the en- 
avments of husbands and wives, parents and 
‘dren, neighbours and friends: whether 
.y shall preserve their chastity and purity, 
regard the dictates of justice and humanity. 
ch are some of the consequences of Slavery, 
consequences not imaginary—bat which 
nnect themselves with its very exisience. 
1c evils to which the slave is always exposed 
ten take place in fact, and in their very 
rst degree and form: and where all of them 
) not take place, as we rejoice to say that in 
any instances, through the influence oi the 
inciples of humanity and religion on the 
inds of masters, they do note-stiil the slave 
deprived of his natural right, degrajied asa 
man being, and exposed to the danger of 
nssing into the hands of a master who may 
flict upon bim all the hardships and injuries 
lich inhumanity and avarice may suggest. 
From this view of the consequences result- 
x from the practice into which Christian 
ople have most inconsistently fallen, of en- 
aving a portion of their brethren of mankind 
for « God hath made of one blood all nations 
‘men to dwell on ail the face of the earth”— it 
manifestly the duty of all Christians who en- 
by the light of the present day, When the in- 
msistency of slavery, both wita the dictates 
f humanity and religion, hes been demon- 
raicd and is generally seen and acknowled- 
-d, to use their honest, earnest and unweari- 
d endeavours to correct the errors of former 
mes, and as speedily as possible to elface 
is blot on our holy religion, and to obtain the 
mplete abolition of slavery throughoutChris- 
pndom, and if possible throughout the world. 
We rejoice that the church te which we be- 
bng commenced as early as any other in this 
ountry, the good work of endeavouring to 
utan end to slavery, and that in the same 
ork, many of its members have ever since 
een, and now are among the most active, 
igoreus, and efficient labourers. We do, in- 
eed, tenderly sympathise with those portions 
{our chureh and our country, where the evil 
islavery has been entailed upon them ; where 
great, and the most virtuous part of the com- 
hunidly abhor slavery, and wish its extermina- 
ion, as sincerely as any others—but where 
le number of slaves, their ignorance, and 
heir vicious habits generally render an imme- 
Hate and universal emancipation inconsistent, 
like with the safety and happiness of the 
aster and the slave. With those who are 
hus circumstanced, we repeat that we tender- 
y sympathise. At the same time, we earnest- 
y exhort them to continue, and, if possible, to 
ncrease their exertions to effect a total aboli- 
ion of slavery. We exhort them to suffer no 
reater delay to take place in this mast inter- 
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esting concern than a regard to the public wel- 
tare (ruly and indispensably demands. 

As our country has inflicted a most griev- 
ous injury on the unhappy Africans, by bring- 
ing them into slavery, we cannot, indeed, 
urge that we should add a second injury to the 
first, by emancipating them in such manner as 
that they will be likely to destroy themselves 
or others. But we do think that our country 
ought to be governed in this matter, by no oth- 
er consideration than an honest and impartial 
regard to the happiness of the injured party ; 
uuafuenced by the expense or inconven- 
icuce which such a regard may involve. We 
theretore warn ail who belong to our denomi- 
nation of Christians against unduly extending 
tuis plea of necessity ; against making it a cov- 
er tor the love and practice of slavery, ora 
pretence for not using efforts that are lawful 
aud practicable, to extinguish the evil. 

And we ai the same time, exhort others to for- 
bear harsh censures, and uncharitable reflec- 
twas on their brethren, who unhappily live 
among slaves, whom they cannot immediate- 
ly set tree; but who, at the saine time, are re- 
aily using all their influencc, and all their en- 
deavours, to bring them into a state of free- 
dom, as soon as a door for it can be opened. 

Having thus expressed our views of slavery, 
and of the duty indispensably incumbent on all 
Christians to sabour for its complete extinc- 
tou, We proceed to recommend—(and we do 
it wita ali the earnestness and solemnity which 
this momentous subjeet demands)—a particu- 
lar attention to the tollowing points. 

1. We recommend to all our people to 
patronize and encourage the Society, lately 
1ormed, tor colonizing, in Africa, the land of 
their ancestors, the people of colour in our 
couuiry. We hope that much good may re- 
sult trom the plaus and efforts of this Society. 
And while we exceedingly rejoice to have 
Witnessed its origin and organization among 
the holders of slaves as giving an unequivocal 
pledge of their desire to deliver themselves 
and their country from tke calamity of slave- 
ry; we hope that those portions of the Amer- 
ican Union, whose inhabitants are by a gra- 
cious Providence, more favourably circum- 
stanced, will cordially, and liberally, and ear- 
nestly co-operate with their brethren, in bring- 
ing about the great end contemplated. 

2. We recommend to all the members of 
our religious denomination, not only to per- 
init, but to facilitate and encourage the in- 
struction of their slaves, in the principles and 
duties of the Christian religion; by granting 
them liberty to attend on the preaching of the 
gospel, when they have the opportunity ; by 
tavouring the instruction of them in Sabbat 
Schools, wherever those Schools can be form- 
ed; and by giving them all other proper ad- 
vantages for acquiring the knowledge of their 
duty both to God and man. _ We are perfectly 
satisfied, that as it is incumbent on all Chris- 
tians to communicate religious instruction to 
those who are under their authority,so that the 
doing of this in the case before us so far from 
operating, as some have apprehended that it 
wight, as an excitement to insubordination 
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-and insurrection would, on the contrary, ope- 
rate as the most powegful means for the pre- 
vention of those evils. 

3. We enjoin it on all Church Sessions and 
Presbyteries, under the care of this Assembly ; 
to discountenance, and, as far as possible, to 
prevent, all cruelty of whatever kind in the 
avegtment of slaves; especially:the cruelty of 
separating husband and wife, parents and chil- 
dren, and that which consists in selling slaves 
to those who will either themselves deprive 
these unhappy people of the blessing of the 
Gospel, or who will transport them to places 
where the gospel is not proclaimed, or where 
it is forbidden to slaves to attend upon its -in- 
stitutions. The manifest violation or disregard 
of the injunction here given, in its true spirit 
and iutention, ought to be considered as just 
ground for the discipline and censures of the 
Charch. And if it shall ever happen that 
a Christian professor, in our communion, shall 
sell a slave who is also in communion and 
yood standing with our church, contrary to his 
orher will, and inclination, it ought immedi- 
ately to claim the particular attention of the 
proper church judicatory ; and unless there be 
such peculiar circumstances attending the case 
as can bit seldom happen, it ought to be fol- 
fowed, without delay, by a suspension-of the 
offender from all the privileges of the Church, 
till he repent, and make all the reparation in 
‘his power tothe injured party. 

Passed by the unanimous vote oftthe Gener- 
“al Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
Wnited States, and sigaed by their order, by 

J.J.JANEWAY, Moderaior. 

Philadelphia, June 2,.1818. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Second Annaversary. 


THE REY. MB. MILNOR, 

Reclor of St. George's Church, New-¥ork, in 
moving the thanksof the Society to the Presi- 
dent, spoke as follows :-— 

Mr. Presipenr, 

Having consented, on a very recent infima- 
tion, to occupy the place of a valued clerical 
Brother,” who has been prevented by an indis- 
position which we have reason to regret, from 
offering the motion which [am now to pre- 
sent to the chair—thonzh I doubt not its ac- 
ceptable character, yet I can neither calculate 
on supplying the loss of his presence, nor on 
adding to the interest excited in the minds of 
this assembly by the well-directed display of 
talent and piety exhibited here to-day. 

But I cennot deny myself the pleasure of 
mingling my solicitations with theirs on the 
arrival of this cheering anniversary, and on 
the auspicious aspect in which the Report of its 
Managers presents the affairs of this inestima- 
ble Institution. 

Whilst any thing remains to be done (and 
©! how much is still before us ?) we must not 
too long intermit our labours, and waste our 


* The Rev. Dr. Wharion, of the Episconal 


Church in Burlington, New-Jersev. 
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time in contemplations of the past; but we 
may jastifiably and profitably employ on. 
selves a little in pleasing retrospect, as an ex. 
citement of gratitude to God, and an encony. 
agement to further effort. Ifheaven has bee, 
propitious to our first and more enfeebled ex. 
ertions, it is a grateful stimulus to their re. 
doubled increase, and an encouraging pledge 
of continual support to our further more zeal- 
ous and more extended labours. 

In surveying the difficulties that have been 
encountered, it is pleasing to see that so many 
have been successfully surmounted. In Iook- 
ing forward to any that remain, none appear 
so formidable as to terrify or dismay. Even 
in our regret that prejudice, or misunderstand. 
ing, or a difference of views, should have in- 
duced any of our Christian brethren to with- 
hold their support to.the concentration of the 
general sentiment into one grand national et- 
fort, still we are consoled by the refleetion, 
that this difference of sentiment generally re- 
gards the mode, and not the object—ihat the 
Bible is precious in their eyes as in ours—and 
that under varying modifications, and through 
different channels, they are zealously employ- 
ed inthe diffusion of its blessings. May we 
not hope, that, as the benefits of a Naittonal 
Soviety are evinced in the practical result o! 
its operations, angry opposition, if it any 
where exist, will, av public oninion, be frown- 
ed into silence, and honest diversity of senti- 
ment yiekd to.the force of truth demonstrate: 
by experiment. This Society already presents 
a most imposing front. It boasts among its 
valued patrons men distinguished in our cou- 


-try for qualities well entitling them to the civ- 


ic honours which a nation’s gratitude has be- 
stowed, and fo the expectation of the brighter 
rewards with which a God of mercy will re- 
munerate their deeds of virtue. It accords, 
with the complacent feeling of gospel affec- 
tion, a long list of humbler, but as cheertul 
contributors, to whom Providence has given 
but little, vet who gladly give of that little to 
an object of Christian piety pre-eminently dear 
to their hearts. 

Jt has afforded to many a Christian congre- 
gation the grateful oppertunity of evincing its 
attachment.to a beloved pastor, by enroling 
him among its functionaries; thas blending 
with an affecting evidence of love to him, elli- 
cient aid to the cause of the master whom he 
serves. It has given rise to many new assoc!- 
ations in quarters the least expected ; opened 
new spheres of Bible operation; given reno- 
vated ardour to the enterprise of female piety ; 
and warmed the rising generation into ambi- 
tious desires to become instruments in spread- 
ing the savour of-the Redeemer’s name. 

Ithas made new discoveries as to Bible 
wants,.and refuted the pretence of its being 
practicable to overstock our country with then 
superabundant multiplication. 

if it cannot claim the merit of having excl 
ted, it has kept alive public attention to the 
most intersting charity by which it has evr 
beeu arrested. . It has contributed, and is daily 
more and more contributing, not to amalge- 
mate religious communities, but to concilit: 
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them towards each other. ; It has taught the 
ministers of Christ, and their people too, by 
friendly intercourse and association, to know 
each other’s worth, and though labouring in 
diferent departments of the gospel vineyard, 
to rejoice in eaeh others success. 

It has brought the balm of Christian conso- 
igtion to many a sin-sick soul, and cheered the 
final hour of many a departing spirit. 

It has practically honoured the gracious de- 
sire of the Saviour, that his gospel should be 
greached to the poor. [t has allumined many 
a gloomy mansion with the peerless light of 
yeavenly truth, and warmed its tenants with 
the beams of that Sun of righteousness who 
never shines but with healing on his wings. 

Instead of displacing, it hz- prepared the 
way for the successful preaching of the werd, 
md powerfully aided the missionaries of: the 
cross in carrying home: te the consciences of 
hearers the blessed truths of revelation. 

These things, to no inconsiderable extent, 
this Institution and ifs Auxiliaries have al- 
ready effected: and what has it still to accom- 
plish? why, these and other objects, on a 
much more enlarged scale, as a liberal public 
shall supply the means. 

Sir; you have heard justly eulogized that no- 
ble Institution in the land of our forefathers, 

from which we are not ashamed to have caught 
the animating fervour that now prompts our 
own exertions. If we cannot rival her stn- 
pendous doings, we can, at a distance, imitate 
them. If we cannot yet accompany her into 
the moral deserts: of the transatlantic world, 
we cam visit, with the life-giving prociama- 
tions, of gospel mercy, wildetnesses in our 
own beloved country, into the recesses of 
which even her unbounded philanthropy has 
not yet penetrated. Honoured as her associate 
in spreading far and wide the wonders of re- 
deeming love, this Society shall give the world 
iresh evidence of the exalted value of her mag- 
nifeent example, and without lessening, share 
the glory of her great achievements. 
Mr. Presipent, 

How exhilarating the prospect before us‘ 
flow enchanting our view down the lengthen- 
ing vista of futurity! when the cold turf shall 
cover the youngest head in this assembly, 
when your ashes shall repose in the sepulchre 
of your forefathers, snd your emancipated 
spirit, With many a kindred soul, engaged with 
you in the labour of this day, exults in the pur- 
chased blessings of eternity, your work of faith 
and labour of love shall survive the mortal 
wreck. The American Bible Society: shall 
stilkexist in healthful vigour, and proseeute 
its labours with unrelaxed exertion. Your 


-gtnerous benefaction not disdaining an asso- 


ciation with the widow’s mite, and many a 
little free-will offering of infantile piety, shail 
bless with its product the children of poverty, 
aud their children to remotest time. 


Yes, sir, an institution like this, whose ob- 


jects are Jehovah's glory, the honour of his 
Son, the happiness of millions for whom his 
precious life-blood streamed upon the cross, 
cannot go unblessed. So distinguished an a- 
gent in effectuating his purposes of mercy to 
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a ruined world, has been the product of those 
celestial influences which shail perpetuate its 
being. Never will they be withdrawn till the 
visions of ancient prophecy shall be realized, 
end all the kingdoms of this world sha!l be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ. 
Mr. Vier-Presiprnv, 

The resolution which I heve to offer I ad- 
dress to you. I have not yet even hinted at its 
import; and I shall stiil be prevented, by the 
honoured presence of its subject, from pour- 
iug forth those effusions of heart, for the privi- 
lege of uttering which.I could alinost wish for 
his temporary absence. But while [ am for- 
bidden by delicacy to enlarge, in his hearing, 
on or debt of gratitnfe to the venerable 
founder of the Americun Bible Society, its vev- 
ered President, I must not. be prevented irom 
saying, that whether we consider the intelll- 
gence, zeal, and perseverance, with which he 
planned, and proseenter, ands: amidst mre!: 
opposition, established this Institution; the 
auxious solicitude with which he has watched 
over its advancing interests, (he unprecedent- 
-ed liberality with which he ¢ias endowed its 
treasury, or the unlooked for effort, (hanks be 
to God for its success,) at the risque of his lite. 
to favour this meeting with bis presence, we 
are equally called upon te express up n ovr 
records the feelings which these evidence: iy 
spire. 

It is under such impressions that I propose 
the adoption of the fpilowing resolution : 

Resolvedy That the thanks of the Society be 
presented tothe President, for his cortinues! 
and watchtal attention to its interests, and tor 
his munificent liberality towards its tnaids. 





From the Retigious Remembrancer. 
DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 
Extract of a letler from a Missionary te 
his uncle tm Philadelphia, dated Chich- 

amaugah, May 4, 1838. 


“ As it respects temporaf things, es- 
pecially lodgings and provisions, this 
establishment is situated very agreer- 
bly. The missionary families occups 
a large two storied house, erected «¢ 
public expense. ‘The Indian girls and 
boys have 5 or 6 small honses, and 
each their blanket, which is their wrap- 
per in day time and their bed at night. 

‘¢ But in regard to spiritual matters, 
I can truly say [ have heard and scen 
things here for which | bless the Lord. 
These have been passing in review 
rapidly ever since [ sat my feet on this 
interesting spot. We arrived just be- 
fore the school was letout. ‘The sing 
ing of a hymm drew us to the door; ir 
was a procession of more than 40 of 
those dear litde red brethren and sisters. 
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I caught one line of their hymn, which 
was sung to a most simple and beauti- 
ful tune. 


«‘ Give me a Bible in my hand, 

A heart to read and understand” —&c. 
The teacher then introduced us to his 
pupils as they stood in a row facing us, 
with their handkerchiefs bound round 
their heads and a girdle round the 
waist. ‘They have Elias Boudinot, Ly- 
man Beecher, Jonas Coe, &c. Broth- 
er Hall is most warmly attached to the 
last name, as he is to the character 
whom he designates. You have heard 
I suppose, that Mr. Kingsbury is about 
making a new settlement among the 
Choctaws. His ark is lying in read- 
iness on the ‘Tennessee, about § miles 
distant; and he and Mr. William’s 
family are on the eve of starting, as soon 
as Mr. Cornelius arrives, which will be 
this week. To return and give you 
some notion of the manner in which 
this mission is conducted.—As soon as 
the hymn was ended, all the youth 
went to work; the girls to their apart- 
ments—the boys to hoeing, chopping, 
&c. till the ringing of the bell assein- 
bled them to supper on Con-a-hen-na.* 
At 8, they returned to prayers and a 
short exhortation—thence to their hou- 
ses. By day-light the blast of a hora 
awakes them; at sun-rise the bell as- 
sembles them to prayers—thence to 
work till breakfast—thence to school. 
It is delightful to see them skipping 
and running at these several calls; but 
far, very far more so, to hear the voice 
of social prayer as [ did last night a- 
mong some girls of 12 or 15 years, in 
the open air, entirely unknown to them- 
selves.” 

The writer being permitted to be 
present at a female prayer-meeting, 
heard a young Indian squaw pray, of 
whom he remarks— 

“ C— B—’s prayer was truly remark- 
able; only six months ago she came 
here all over covered with jewelry; 
beautiful, but vain and ignorant. Her 
father stands high as a man of wealth 
and of war. She is able to talk, read, 
and write well now, and gives delight. 
ful evidences of being possessed of emi- 


* A preparation of corn. 






[June 


nent piety. As her conduct among th: 
squaws, and this family abundantly and 
convincingly testifies. More than |2 
of the natives have been here in thre. 
days time to talk “about these good 
things,” that is, “how bad people cay 
get made good.”” Catharine is of im. 
mense value to her poor ignorant breth- 
ren, though but 17, and naturally reser. 
ved and diffident. ‘here is now really 
a great enquiry among the natives. On 
some Sabbaths, more than 20 come to 
talk; many begin to observe the Sab. 
bath ; and many seem to be convinced; 
six have been admitted, and several 
blacks and whites also. Yesterday | 
trust will long be remembered. On our 
account the Lord’s Supper was again 
celebrated, and three more admitted, 
and some kept back; for great precau- 
tion is deemed indispensable. There 
are several children that would gladly 
joi this school, but they have not 
clothes. Could not some of the friends 
of the poor with you make up abale of 
shirts, trowsers, &c.? Mr. Ralston will 
soon transmit them. This is really de- 
sirable. Mr. Hoyt and family send 
their love with this request. 

‘** Glorious prospects are opening be- 
fore this dear band of brethren in this 
wild region. Our hopes were high on 
leaving Knoxville; but they have been 
more than realized by a great ‘deal. 
The children are generally from 12 to 
16 years old. Do please to think on 
clothes for them. 

“ May 6th.—The Indians whom we 
staid with, would not take any pay, 
neither yesterday nor_to-day. Some 
were much affected in family worship, 
or in prayer which followed exhorta- 
tion. In several places 40 or 50 miles 
distant from the station towards Nash- 
ville, where some children have been to 
Chickamaugah we met with the most 
welcome reception.” 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 
Extract of a letter, written in New-Ha- 
ven, Huron County, state of Ohio, to 
a friend in this city. _ 
“ There is considerable attention to 
religion in this place. Last. summer 
there were from 5 to 10 persons that 
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generally attended meeting on the Sab- 
bath; now the house is crowded ; from 
120 to 150 persons. The rev ival is 
principally among the Methodists— we 
seldom have preachers of other denom- 
inations. ‘There are persons who have 

apparently met with a change that are 
unwilling to join the Methodists; a 
good and faithful missionary would do 
a great deal of good in this place at 
this time. ‘This letter will not very 
well accord with the last I wrote you; 
fittle did Ethink at that time that 1 
should so scon write a different state of 
things. 

The Lord has yisited us and opened 
the eyes of the most abandoned; we 
have great reason to rejoice; the tay- 
ems that a few months smee, were 
crowded upon the Sabbath with people 
drinking and carrousing, are now al- 
most deserted. Dear brother pray for 
us that the Lord will carry on the good 
work he has begun, and bring every 
individual to bew to the mild sceptre of 
Jesus. 





From the Recorder. 


Fxiract of a letter from the Rev. Na- 
_thaniel Dutton, to a friend, dated 
Champion, N. Y. April 21, 1818. 

A church was organized in this town 
by set Rey. Aaron Bascomb, from the 
Berkshire Missionary Society, June 
15th, 1801, and consisted of 11 mem- 
bers, most ‘of them formerly members 
of other churches who had come from 
New-England. ‘Thechurch continued 
fer several years without the assistance 
of any public teacher except occasion- 
al missionary labours. During the in- 
terval they had no pastor. Some addi- 
tions were made to their number of 
hopeful converts, and others who mo- 
ved into this place. In Nov. 1806, I 
engaged to preach with them 6 months. 


- There was then a considerable serious- 


ress on the minds of several individu- 
als; and in the course of the winter 
several of them became hopeful sub- 
jects of divine grace. A little before 
the expiration of the six months, I was , 
installed their pastor, May Qlst, 1807. 
The church at this tyne consited of a- 
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ft still increased 
but mostly by letter, tik 1809; then 
shared a partial revival—21l were ad- 
ded in the course of the summer. From 
that time till the latter part of the year 
1816, great darkness and formality in 
religion prevailed. It was a time of 
great stupidity. The wise and the fool- 
ish “slhumbered together. For more 
than three years previous to the late 
awakening, not more than three or four 
made a public profession of religion.— 
The concerns of the present life seem- 
ed to engross their whole attention.— 
Family prayer, public worship, and di- 
vine ordinances were awfully neglected. 
The cising generation treated religious 
things with great coldness and indifler- 
ence. It seemed as if a righteous God 
was about to,forsake us altogether, to 
give us up to hardness of heart and 
blindness of mind. Butin the midst of 
darkness and gloomy fears, the Lord in 
his unspeakable mercy was pleased to 
come by the special influences of his 
holy Spirit, to arrest the attention of 
the th oughtless and: revive his work. 
The work was very gradual for three 
or four months. ‘There was a visible 
increasing attention to meetings and to 
hearmg the word preached. Some of 
the chi urch began to awake, and be 
more eamest in prayer. Conferences 
became frequent, full, and interesting. 
Now and then one enguired * what he 
should do to be saved.” In the month 
of March, 1817, the work began to put 
on a more favorable appearence. Con- 
ferences were he!d in almost every part 
of the Society. It was proposed one 
Sabbath at the close of public worship, 
to have a general conference .in th e. 
evening—the weather being very pleas- 
ant, and the travelling good, there was 
avery crowded assembly. The uni- 
versal solemnity and wonderful enga- 
gedness seemed to have a very happy 
effect. Several dated their first con- 
viction from this evening interview.— 
From this time, for more than six 
weeks, scarcely a day failed without 
hearing of some one being struck un- 
der conviction, and made joyful i in be- 
™ lieving. All meetings for vain amuse- 
ments were laid wholly aside, and they 


bout 60 members. 
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appeared far more engaged to attend 
religious meetjngs, than they ever did 
carnal diversioms. g 

whole topic of conversation in all their 
social visits. Some of all ages, from 13 
to upwards of 60, were deeply impress- 
ed. The convictions of some were so 
pungent, that it deprived them ina 
great measure of their food and sleep 
for a season. Many who had long op- 
posed the doctrines of divine grace, 
now laid aside their opposition and cor- 
dially embraced them; and acknowl- 
edged, that if gospel grace were no 
free and sovereign, there could be no 
hope for such great sinners as they 
were. ‘The awakening continued thre’ 
the following summer. And its happy 
effects are indiscribable. From the 
first Sabbath in September till the first 
Sabbath in March, eight were received 
ito the church. The first Sabbath in 
April, 38. The first Sabbath in July, 


66. The first Sabbath in September, 
25. The first Sabbath in November, 


4. The first Sabbath in January, 1818, 
5. The first Sabbath in February, 3 
were added; making in the whole of 
the awakening 150, besides 6 by letter. 
And about 35 have united with the 
Baptists. ‘Phis has been truly a time 
of refreshing from the Lord. There 
are now 230 members in the Congrega- 
tionalchurch. There are more we char- 
itably hope, who are subjects of the a- 
wakening that have not yet publicly 
professed Christ, but they will before 
long. Those who have made a public 
profession as yet, except in two or three 
instances, appear well. The awaken- 
ing has now subsided. But we feel, 
gir, that in all that God has wrought for 
us, we are bound by every tie to bless 
and praise his holy name. 
NATHANIEL Dutton. 





FASHIONABLE AMUSEMENTS. 

The following resolution of the Con- 
vention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in Virginia, lately assembled 
in Winchester, is furnished for publi- 
cation by the secretary of the conven. 
tion, for the purpose of giving the 
earliest information on the subject, 
which is considered interesting and 


important. 


Fashionabie .imusemcents.. 


Religion was the 


- Wm. W. Bradford, Philadelphia ; 
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In Convention, May 22, 1818. 

Whereas differences of opinion pre- 
vail as to certain faslionable amuse- 
ments; and it appears desiraple to 
many, that the seuse of the Conven- 
tion should be expressed concerning 
them; the Convention does hereby 
declave its opinion that Gaming, at- 
tending on ‘Theatres, Public Balls, and 
Horseracing, should be relinquished by 
all communicants of this caurch, as 
having the had effects of staining tie 
purity of the Christian character—~of 
giving offence to their pious brethrea— 
and of endangering their own salvation 
by their rushing, voluntarily, into those 
temptations against which they implore 
the protection of their heavenly Fa- 
ther: and this convention cherishes 
the hope that this expression of its _o- 
pinion will be sufficient to produce con- 
formity of conduct and unanimity of 
opinion among all the members of our 
communion. ' 

The above is an extract from the 
proceedings. Wa. Munroro. 

Secretary to the Convention. 
Alexandria, May 25, 1818. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL CATECHISM. 


The Catechism lately published by the Rev 
Mr. Coleman, for the use of Sabbath Schools, 
has met with such a favourable reception, that 
a second edition has been called for; and we are 
satisfied that it will go into general use. The 
pe which the author has pursued, appears to 

admirably adapted to the capacities of chil- 
dren. The questions are simple but compre- 
hensive, and grow directly out of the an- 
swer, which is to be given inthe words of 
Seripture. An answer to each question, will 
comprehend every important event recorded 
in the New Testament, as clearly and as fully, 
as if the whole were committed to memory. 
And we are confident, from experiments which 
have been made, that a child will learn to an- 
swer every question on the New Testament, 
in less time and with less trouble, than he 
could commit to memory the shortest of the 
Evangelists, 

The whole will be comprised in 3 Numbers. 
The first Number, which goes through the 
Gospels of St. Matthew and Mark, is now re- 
published. Any orders directed to the Editor 
of the Religious Intelligencer, will be attended 
to. They may be had also of Messrs. Dodge 
and Sayer, New-York ; E. F. Backus, Albany ; 
and in oth- 


er » aS SOON as nts can be 
wa Pe 12 1-2cents 1 dollara doz- 
en—7 dollars 50 cents a hundred—and 65 dol- 
lars a thousand. 








